
 
BOARD POLICY 

 
 Policy No. 2410 
 INSTRUCTION 
 
 2410 HIGH SCHOOL GRADUATION REQUIREMENTS 
 
 Each student who has successfully completed an instruction program appropriate to his/her 

interests and needs shall be awarded a diploma at graduation ceremonies.  The board shall 
award a regular high school diploma to every student enrolled in the district who meets the 
requirements of graduation established by the district.  Only one diploma shall be awarded 
with no distinctions being made between the various programs of instruction which may have 
been pursued. 

 
 The board shall establish graduation requirements, which as a minimum; satisfy those 

established by the state board of education: 
 
  Graduating Class of 2008 and Beyond 
 
  English 3  ½  credits 
  Mathematics 2  credits 
  Social Studies 
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  Graduating Class of 2011 and Beyond 
 
  English 3  ½  credits 
  Mathematics 2  credits 
  Social Studies 3  credits 
   Geography at 9th grade ½ credit 
   World History ½ credit 
   U.S. History and Government 1  credit 
   Contemporary World Problems  
   or Economics ½ credit 
   Rights and Responsibilities or 
       Business Law ½ credit 
   (Washington State History must  
   be completed between grades 7-12) 
   Science (including laboratory science 1 credit) 2  credits 
   Occupational Education  1 ½  credits 
   Physical Education  2   credits 
   Fine Arts  1  credit 
   Technology  .5  credit 
   Electives  6.5  credits 
 
 
 *Students who can substitute the 9th Grade Geography requirement in grades 10-12 with a 
Social Studies or Civics course. 
 In addition to the 22 credits currently required for the Eastmont School District Diploma one 

(1) additional credit will be required as follows: 
 
 
  State of Washington’s Goal Four Requirement 1  credit 
  
   9th Grade Advisor/Advisee .25 
   10th Grade Advisor/Advisee .25 
   11th Grade Advisor/Advisee .25 
   12th Grade Advisor/Advisee .25 
 
  TOTAL REQUIRED FOR GRADUATION..……. 23  credits 
 
 
 
 A credit is defined as 180 (50 minute) hours of planned instructional activities excluding 

passing time.  A Carnegie unit (180 hours/50 minute) is required unless a waiver process 
occurred.  No student may earn more than one credit/year to satisfy the state board 
requirements in English, Mathematics and Science except as provided in WAC 180-51-065.  
The board shall approve additional graduation requirements as recommended by the 
superintendent. 
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 The superintendent shall develop procedures for implementing this policy which include: 
 

A. In the event minimum test requirements are adopted by the board, students with 
disabilities, as defined in Chapter 392-172a WAC, shall satisfy those competency 
requirements as incorporated into the Individualized Education Program (IEP).  
Satisfactory completion of the objectives incorporated into the IEP shall serve as 
the basis for determining completion of a course. 

 
B. If they remain in good standing, students with disabilities who will continue to 

receive special education services between the ages of 18 and 21 shall be permitted 
to participate in the commencement ceremony and activities after four years of 
high school attendance.  These students will receive a certificate of attendance.  A 
student’s participation in a commencement ceremony and receipt of a certificate 
of attendance shall neither be construed as the student’s receipt of either a high 
school diploma or certificate of individual achievement, nor preclude the student 
from continuing to receive special education and related services beyond the 
commencement ceremony. 

 
 C. Recommending course and credit requirements which satisfy the state Board of 
  Education requirements and recognize the expectations of the citizens of the  
  district. 
 
 D. Determining which courses satisfy particular subject area requirements and whether 
  a particular course may satisfy more than one subject area requirement including a 
  process for determining the credits the district will recognize for courses taken through 
  another program recognized by the state (another public school district, an approved 
  private school or those courses taken by students moving into the state from another 
  state or country).  Decisions regarding the recognition of credits earned before 

 enrolling in the district will be based on the professional judgment of the high school 
  principal or designee based on an evaluation of the student’s former program and 
  demonstrated knowledge and skills in the discipline for which credit is sought.  The 
  decision of the principal may be appealed to the superintendent within fifteen school 
  days. 
 
 E. Making graduation requirements available in writing to students, parents and members 
  of the public. 
 
 F. Providing for a waiver of graduation requirements for an individual student when 
  permitted. 
 
 G. Granting credit for learning experiences conducted away from school, including 
  National Guard high school career training. 
 
 H. Grant credit for correspondence, vocational-technical institutes and/or college 
  courses for college or university course work the district has agreed to accept 
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  for high school credit, state law requires that the district award one high school  
  credit for every five-quarter hour credit or three-semester hour credit successfully 
  earned through a college or university, except for community college high school 
  completion programs where the district awards the diploma; Tenth and eleventh 
  grade students and their parents shall be notified annually of the Running Start 
  Program. 
 
 I. Granting credit for work experience. 
 
 J. Granting credit based upon competence testing, in lieu of enrollment. 
 
 K. Granting credit for high school courses completed before a student attended high 
  school, to the extent that the course work exceeded the requirements for seventh 
  or eighth grade. 
 
 L. Counseling of students to know what is expected of them for completion of their 
  schooling. 
 
 M. Preparing a list of all graduating students for the information of the board and release 
  to the public. 
 
 N. Preparing suitable diplomas and final transcripts for graduating seniors. 
 
 O. Planning and executing commencement ceremonies. 
 
 P. Participation of students with disabilities in commencement ceremonies and 

issuance  of certificates of attendance. 
 
 A student shall be issued a diploma after completing the district’s requirements for 

graduation.  A student shall also be advised that he/she may receive a final transcript. 
 
 However, a student’s diploma or transcript may be withheld until the student pays for any 

school property that has been lost or willfully damaged.  Upon payment for damages, or the 
equivalency through voluntary work, the diploma or transcript will be released.  When the 
damages or fines do not exceed $100, the student or his/her parents shall have the right to an 
appeal using the same process as used for short-term suspension as defined in Policy 3241, 
Classroom Management, Corrective Actions or Punishments.  When damages are in excess of 
$100, the appeal process for long-term suspension as defined in Policy 3241, Classroom 
Management, Corrective Actions or Punishments shall apply. 

 
 Graduation requirements in effect when a student first enrolls in high school shall be in effect 

until that student graduates unless such period is in excess of ten years. 
 
 In the event that other forms of corrective actions are imposed for violations of school rules, 

the student may be denied participation in commencement ceremonies.  Such exclusion shall 
be regarded as a school suspension.  In such instances, the diploma will be granted. 
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 Beginning with the 2001-2002 school year, in order for a graduating senior to be considered 

for Top Ten consideration and Valedictorian/Salutatorian recognition, he/she must meet the 
following criteria in addition to holding the highest accumulative grade point average at the 
conclusion of the third quarter. 

 
 1. The student must take at least: 4 years of English, 3 years of Mathematics, 3 years of 
  Science, 3.5 years of Social Studies, 2 years of International Languages, and 2 years 
  of Health/Fitness. 
 
 2. The student must have taken at least five of the following courses in three different 
  disciplines.  Honors English 10, Honors English 11, Honors English 12, AP English 12, 
  AP Economics, AP U.S. History, PreCalculus, Calculus, Honors Chemistry, AP  
  Chemistry, Physics, Advanced Biology, Honors Spanish ¾, Spanish 5/6, Spanish 7/8, 
  Advanced Art (fine, visual, or performing), Advanced Agriculture 5/6, Advanced 
  Horticulture ¾. 
 
 3. The student did not take any of the above courses Pass/Fail. 
 
 
 VALEDICTORIAN COMMENCEMENT ADDRESSES 
 
 1. The Valedictorian Address will not exceed ten (10) minutes in length. 
 
 2. The Principal, Assistant Principals, and Senior Class Advisor will work 
  directly with the Valedictorian or in the event that there are more 
  than one Valedictorian, in determining who will be selected to deliver the 
  Valedictorian Address. 
 
 
 
 
 Cross References: 
  Board Policy 3110 Qualifications of Attendance and Placement 
  Board Policy 3241 Classroom Management, Corrective Actions or 
       Punishment 
  Board Policy 3520 Student Fees, Fines and Charges 
 
 Legal References 
  RCW 28A.155 Kevin’s Law 
  RCW 28A.230.090 High school graduation requirements or equivalencies – 
      Reevaluation and report by state board of education – 
      Credit for courses taken before attending high school – 
      Postsecondary credit equivalencies 
  RCW 28A.230.120 Option to receive final transcripts – Notice 
  RCW 28A.600.300-400 Running Start 
  RCW 28A.635.060 Defacing or injuring school property – Liability of parent 
      or guardian 
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 Chapter 180-50 WAC Courses of studies and equivalencies 
 Chapter 180-51 WAC High school graduation requirements 
 Chapter 180-57 WAC Secondary Education – Standardized high school transcript 
 Chapter 392-169 WAC Running Start 
 Chapter 392-172a WAC Rules for the Provision of Special Education 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 Adoption Date: August 24, 1992 
 Revised by the Board January 23, 1995 
 Revised by the Board June 14, 1999 
 Revised by the Board November 24, 2003 
 Revised by the Board September 14, 2004  
 Revised by the Board May 29, 2007 
 Revised by the Board August 27, 2007 
 Revised by the Board February 25, 2008 
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 2411   CERTIFICATE OF EDUCATIONAL COMPETENCY 
 
 A student who is 15 years of age or older but under 19 years of age and who has a substantial 

and warranted reason for leaving the regular high school program may make application, at 
the option of the applicant, to the resident district or the school last attended in the state of 
Washington, for a certificate of educational competency.  The application must be signed by 
the student’s parent and shall include the recommendation of the counselor and the school 
principal.  Causes considered shall be those indicating that withdrawal would be in the 
student’s best interests, including any one of the following: 

 
 1. Personal problems which seriously impair the student’s ability to make reasonable 
  progress toward high school graduation; 
 
 2. A financial crisis which directly affects the student and necessitates the student’s 
  employment during school hours; 
 
 3. The lack of curriculum and instruction which constitute appropriate learning 
  experiences for the student, and 
 
 4. The inability or failure of the school of attendance to adjust its program for the 
  individual or other wise make arrangements for enrollment in a program in a 
  manner in which enables the student to advance toward graduation with  reasonable 
  progress and success. 
 
 5. A determination by the designated employee that it is in the “best interest” of the 
  student to drop the regular high school program for one of the following purposes: 
 
   a. Enter a postsecondary institution. 
   b. Enter the military. 
   c. Engage in employment. 
 
 
 The district shall make provisions for an appeal process for any student who feels that 
 the denial to apply for a certificate of educational competency was unwarranted. 
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 Certificates of educational competency shall be awarded by the state superintendent 
 of public instruction. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 Legal References:  WAC 180-56-405 Purposes 
     180-56-410 Definitions 
     180-56-415 Applications--Establishment of substantial 
        and warranted reason--Administration 
        by school districts 
     180-56-425 Applications--Testing--Award of certificates 
        of educational competence 
     180-56-430 Issuance of certificates--Minimum test 
        scores 
 
 
 
 
 
 Adopted by the Board  __January 11, 1993__ 
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 INSTRUCTION 
 
 2420   PROGRESS REPORTING 
 
 Each building staff will work with their building administrator to develop better methods of 

parental communication relating to student progress.  Consideration shall be given to report 
cards, written evaluations, parent teacher conferences, student-parent-teacher conferences, 
student-parent conferences, group conferences, home visitations, or combinations of these 
which will effect better understandings between the school and the home. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 Adopted by the Board  __March 23, 1981__ 
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STUDENTS 
 
PROMOTION AND RETENTION 
 
 
The board recognizes that the rate of physical, social, emotional and academic growth will 
vary among individual students.  Since each student grows at this/her own rate, these 
individual growth characteristics shall be recognized in classroom programming. 
 
After a student has successfully completed a year of study at a specific grade level, he/she 
will be promoted to the next grade.  Retention at the same grade may be beneficial to the 
student when he/she is not demonstrating minimum competency in basic skill subjects in 
relation to ability and grade level.  Retention should not be considered, except in these  
instances where there is a strong likelihood that the student will benefit with minimum 
social and emotional disruption. 
 
The superintendent shall establish procedures which provide that parents will be informed 
at least one (1) quarter in advance of any retention decision on the part of the school. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 Adopted by the Board  ____March 23, 1981___ 
 
 Revised by the Board  _____January 13, 1997__ 
  
 Revised by the Board  December 10, 2007 
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 INSTRUCTION 
 
 2422   NINTH GRADE PROMOTION/RETENTION POLICY 
 
 Ninth grade students who do not pass at least four credits in the ninth grade will be retained.   
 
 Ninth grade students who earn at least five credits and pass language arts and mathematics 

will be promoted to the tenth grade. 
 
 A student who earns four, but less than five credits required for promotion: 
 
 1) will have his or her case considered by a Junior and Senior High committee of 
  administrators and counselors; 
 
 2) may, upon completion of requirements, be promoted to the tenth grade at the end 
  of the first semester; 
 
 3) may be retained in the ninth grade. 
 
 Comparable makeup credits earned at approved summer school or evening classes will 
 be applied to meet minimum credit requirements. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 Adopted by the Board  __May 18, 1981__ 
 
 Revised by the Board  __May 11, 1987___ 
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 INSTRUCTION 
 
 2440   STUDENT RECOGNITION 
 
 The board encourages staff to recognize students for significant growth and/or improvement 

in academic achievement and/or distinguished performance in any school or classroom 
activity.  In such instances, a variety of means may be used to recognize students for their 
accomplishments including, but not limited to:  letters of commendation from a teacher or 
school official, certificates, plaques, honor rolls, “student of week”, assemblies, field trips 
and other such events or symbols of achievement. 

 
 The principal shall review and approve, or reject all proposed awards (trophies, prizes, 

scholarships, certificates, gifts, field trips) by non-school donors, criteria for acceptance or 
rejection may be based upon the degree to which: 

 
 1. The proposed award shall be considered free from motives of personal or  
  corporate gain and/or publicity. 
 2. The proposed award is consistent with the schools goals and represents a  
  school-related accomplishment. 
 3. The proposed procedures employed to select the recipient shall be under the 
  control of or be acceptable to the school staff. 
 
 All proposed activities and/or events shall be conducted in a manner consistent with 
 board policy. 
 
 
 
 
 
 Cross References:  Board Policy 2310 Instructional Resources 
   2320 Field Trips 
   2331 Controversial Issues 
   2343 Social Events 
   4321 Contests, Advertising, Promotions 
   8131 Private Vehicle Transportation 
 
 Legal Reference:  WAC 392-210 Washington State Honors 
        Award Program 
 
 Adoption Date  __December 14, 1992___ 
 
 
 




